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F r o m t h e Pa s t o r ’ s D e s k

As we have now begun the season of Lent, many if not all of us have already begun our
individual acts of penance and discipline which are meant to make us into stronger and more faithful
disciples of Jesus. To add to our acts of discipline during this holy season, I would like us to consider
focusing on something that comes from the historical roots of Lent.
The season of Lent finds its origin closely rooted in the catechumenate, that is, the process
whereby people entered into the Church through the Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism, Confirmation,
and First Eucharist. In the beginnings of the Church, virtually every person who requested to be
baptized was an adult. So catechumens were almost always older candidates. The exception, though,
might have been when heads of households decided that their entire family would be baptized. In those
cases, everyone from adult to the youngest child would go through the catechumenate and be baptized.
The catechumenate has always been a part of the life of the Catholic Church since the beginning. However, there was a
period when it was not given as much attention as in the past. It was at the impetus of Vatican II when the catechumenate
was revived and restored to reflect as much as possible the process that was celebrated by the first Christians.
During the process of entering into the Church, catechumens would obviously enter into a long period of
instruction in the faith. The faith community would, in turn, scrutinize and test every catechumen in the effort to make
sure that he/she was truly serious about making the commitment to become a disciple of Jesus and a member of the Church.
Then, when the time came closer for the catechumens to be baptized, they would enter into a period of stronger discipline
and instruction. During the last phase of their journey, the community would then take up even more strongly the
responsibility of praying for the catechumen and supporting him/her on the journey toward baptism and reception into the
Church.
The prayers of the community were meant not only to give strength to the catechumen but also to invoke God’s
protection over them. The understanding was that the closer anyone got to God, the devil would then become even more
jealous and would strengthen his efforts to lead a person away from God. Baptism, of course, meant the complete and total
immersion of one’s life into the life of God. Those seeking baptism would then be the prime target of the devil. So the faith
community prayed for the catechumens that they might persevere and not be swayed.
The day catechumens were baptized (which was usually the night before Easter Sunday) was a joyful celebration for
the ENTIRE community. Everyone joined the celebration. Everyone took part in the vigil at which they recounted the
stories of God’s fidelity and celebrated the Sacraments of Initiation. Welcoming new members into the faith community
was a responsibility and task that the early Christians took very seriously and is something that should still give focus to our
own Lenten journey.
If Lent, then, was that period in which the faith community prepared to welcome new members into the fold, the
way we welcome one another ought to be a natural part of our Lenten discipline. Further, if Lent was the period in which
the faith community received the “newcomer,” it also stands to reason that during this season of Lent we should also give
focus on the ways we make the stranger or newcomers into our parish feel welcomed. We may not think of it in this way,
but hospitality is a key tool in evangelization—that is, in making disciples and keeping them in the fold.
The first experience anyone has when visiting a new family or a new community will leave a lasting impression. As
the saying goes, we only get one chance to make a good first impression. Once that has been established, it becomes the
difference of whether that newcomer will want to come again or look for belonging somewhere else. For this reason, I think
that it would be a good Lenten practice if we focus on the hospitality both as individuals and as a parish community. How
do we share our faith first with those who are already a part of our faith community and also those who might be newcomers
wanting to belong to a particular faith community?
Contrary to what we might think, this is all easy enough to do. Here are a few things we might consider:
Do we smile at the people around us? Do we ask the name of someone we see every week but we only know by face? Do we
address people by name before Mass, at the Sign of Peace, and even after Mass? If we notice a new face in the assembly, do
we go up to them and say something like, “I notice that you are new here. Let me welcome you to the parish” or do we
simply walk away and get on with our own lives?
If we start with these things, we will then find it easier to take the next steps which would be to have actual
conversations with people where we get to know one another. We might then be able to talk about our faith in Jesus with
one another and be blessed by one another's journeys. That is the first step to evangelization and it is something that must
be at the heart of our Lenten journey.
Fr. Tirso Villaverde, Jr.

Northside Catholic Academy
MOMMY & ME YOGA & AEROBICS
Saturday, March 16th, 12 noon to 2 pm at NCA Gym,
1401 W. Granville. Please RSVP to https://goo.gl/
forms/tbD5e5JubbVyOIGA2.
THE QUEEN IS STILL HIDING...$36,000 and
growing every day! Buy your ticket at the Double Bubble,
Edge of Sweetness and the school offices.
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR REDUCED TUITION.
The deadline for consideration of the Guardian Angel
Fund is May 1, 2019. For more information go to
NorthsideCatholic.org or call 773-743-6277.
NCA ACADEMY WILDCAT SUMMER CAMP:
June 17-August 2. Registration is now open. For more
information go to NorthsideCatholic.org or call 773-7436277.

Representatives of
THE SHEPHERDS OF BETHLEHEM
will be here next weekend, March 16th & 17th.
Their mission is to help preserve Bethlehem as a
Christian city and keep families from fleeing the
Holy Land.
The revenue generated from the sale of carvings
helps to restore justice to an oppressed
Palestinian Christian minority, supports over 300
families of skilled carvers and helps keep a
Christian presence in the Holy Land.
Carvings will be in the Gathering Space
following the Masses next weekend.
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...to our young teenage
parishioners who were
honored last Sunday,
March 2nd, at the
Vicariate II Youth
Awards Banquet.
Those honored were:
Nathan Jones, Xavier
Barron, Golden
Uzoma, Alex Jones,
Ryan Madayag & Peter
Scheidt. We are proud
of our young
parishioners are how
they remain active in
their Catholic faith!

T h a n k Yo u f o r Yo u r
Generosity
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COLLECTION REPORT
March 3, 2019
Sunday Envelope Budget .......................................... $8,942.00
Sunday Envelope Actual ........................................... $4,471.22
Loose Money ............................................................... $ 997.46
Total Collection ........................................................... $5,468.68
Variance .................................................................... ($3,473.32)
Weekly Budget Amount
Envelopes Used ..................................................................... 126

S M M L E N T E N P I LG R I M AG E
SMM parishioners and friends are invited to make the
traditional Lenten custom of visiting seven churches on

Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Mass at SMM at 8:00 am
Leave SMM at 8:30 am/ Return by 4:00 pm
36 Pilgrims Maximum
Cost will be $40/pilgrim
Cost covers the coach bus and a bag lunch.
Reservations will be on a first come/first serve basis, so
sign up soon! For information, contact Fr. Tirso, 773-7640615 or via email at tvillaverde@archchicago.org.
More information about each church can be found in
the Gathering Space.
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Pa r i s h & C o m m u n i t y E v e n t s

EXERCISE CLASS meets in the Activity Center on Tuesdays & Fridays from 9:30am to 10:30am. For more information,
call Bernadette Dunne, 773-764-9422
BOY SCOUT TROOP 923
Come join the fun! Boys aged 11 and up are welcome to join Troop 923. We meet every Tuesday from 7:15 to 9 pm in the
Rectory Hall. Contact us by email at HaveFun@BoyScoutTroop923.org or by voicemail at 312-772-4923.

THE LIVING SUPPER
Wednesday evening, April 10th, 7:00 pm in the Activity Center
The Religious Education Program and Natalie Blaser and Daniel Zeckhauser
invite you to an
INTERFAITH SEDER
On the night before He died, Jesus celebrated a Passover meal with his disciples, his family and his friends. When
He broke the bread and blessed the cup, He said “do this in memory of me.” As we prepare once again for the Easter
season, we are blessed to have a young, interfaith couple who will share with us the traditions of the Jewish Passover
meal, the origin of our Christian Eucharist.
If you would like to prepare a traditional Passover dish to share, we can give you the recipe. Contact Cynthia
Splatt at cynthiasplatt@gmail.com.
A free will offering is asked for the benefit of the Holy Hands Ministry.
Yes, we want to participate,
Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone_____________________________

E-mail______________________________
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Focus on t he Word
CYCLES OF FAITH
1st Sunday of Lent
As we enter into this Lenten season of penance and self-denial,
we're reminded that the God we follow is no stranger to these
things. In this Sunday's Gospel, we see the temptations of Jesus
which have parallels throughout Scripture and in our own lives.
The apostle John warns against temptations to sensual lust,
enticement of the eyes, and a pretentious life (cf. 1 John 2:16).
Before Eve plucks the fruit from the tree, she hears it is good for
food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom (cf.
Genesis 3:6). The temptations of Jesus are our own.
"Turn these stones to bread." Here is the lure of bodily comfort,
like good food or sensual lust. It's the simplest of temptations
because it's instinctual. We want good for our bodies! But there
may be times these bodily goods don't serve the higher good for
our souls. The leap "from the temple parapet" would entice the eye
of the person watching. A feat like this would prove Jesus'
Messianic ability. His popularity could be a shortcut to the cross.
We might not be daredevils, but we want people to like us and be
impressed by us. Do we sacrifice our values along the way? To "bow
and worship" the devil - and so claim power and a pretentious life seems like a dramatic temptation. Not everyone may feel enticed by
power in the professional sense, but all of us want control. A
volunteer team can feel just as intense as the boardroom! How
often do we prefer to be in control of our lives (and perhaps even
the lives of others), rather than allow God to be God?
When we consider areas of temptation and sin, it's not to feel
ashamed. The temptation in the desert reminds us that we are not
alone and that the strength of Jesus can be our strength, too.

OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA

Every Wednesday at 8:00 am.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Every Friday following 8:45 am Mass until 7:00 pm.
Please enter the middle door, school side.
(Become a regular, call
Mila Cobarrubias at 773-814-4282 or
Judith Seruelo at 773-764-0247.)
Mass at 7:00 pm on First Fridays;
Vespers and Benediction at 7:00 pm
on all other Fridays.
HEART OF THE SPIRIT PRAYER MEETING

Every Friday at 7:30 pm in Rectory Hall.
DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

Every 1st Friday of the month
beginning with Mass at 7:00 pm.
Fellowship follows after Mass.
Contact person: Terry Luciano, 773-677-7347
FATIMA ROSARY

First Saturday of the month
immediately following 4 pm Mass.

SACRAMENTS

REST IN PEACE
Our blessed Lord has called home
Thomas Murray and Donald Tres for
whom we promise our prayers that
they may live in joy in His presence.

BAPTISMS

+Harkin Matt Ramos,
son of Heherson & Melrose (Gadut)
received new life in the Lord through the waters of
Baptism this past weekend. May his parents and
godparents be a light to his life.

Marriage: Arrangements should be made
at least three months in advance.
Baptisms: On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
immediately following the 10:30 am mass. Please make
arrangements at least one month in advance.
Preparation class held on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month at 7:00 pm in the rectory

R.C.I.A
Program/Process for adults interested in the Catholic
Faith (Sept.-April). Call the Rectory for information.

NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome our new parishioners and
invite them to register at the rectory.
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Worship Calendar

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, March 10
1st Sunday of Lent
8:30 am
George Meyers
10:30 am
Manuel Ortiz
Terence Howard
Monday, March 11
8:00 am
Bob Mahoney
Tuesday, March 12
8:00 am
Deceased members of SMM
Wednesday, March 13
8:00 am
Ireneo Arellano, Jr.
Thursday, March 14
8:00 am
Deceased members of SMM
Friday, March 15
8:00 am
Deceased members of SMM
Saturday, March 16
8:00am
Deceased members of SMM
4:00 pm
Chuck Baggarly
Ann Donohue
Sunday, March 17 2nd Sunday of Lent
8:30 am
George Meyers
Mary Hardy
10:30 am
Tom Comer
Marie Schmid
John Conway
Mary Marren
Mary Lou Plomin
Kevin O’Brien

HELP GET READY FOR
Plastic Easter Eggs are
available for our annual Easter
Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday
after the 10:30 am Mass.
Parishioners are invited to take
home as many packages as you would like, fill the eggs with
coins, religious mementos, or candy. The filled eggs need to
be returned to the parish by Palm Sunday, April 14th.
For any parishioner living within a 1/2 mile radius from
the church (preferably within the area of Howard to the
north, Greenleaf to the south, Damen to the east and
Campbell to the west), we can use volunteers to have your
homes designated as one of the “stations” for our Outdoor
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, April 19th at 3 pm.
You need not be home during the outdoor stations. If you
volunteer your home, you will be given an image of your
assigned station and be asked to display the image in your
front window, out on your lawn, or anywhere else on your
property where it will be easily visible for us to pray that
particular station. If you are interested, please call Fr. Tirso
at 773-764-0615 or email at tvillaverde@archchicago.org.

LITURGICAL ROLES
SMM serves, prays and celebrates.

Sacristans
Monday, March 11
A Volunteer Is Needed
Wednesday, March 13
A Volunteer is Needed
Saturday, March 16
A Volunteer Is Needed

Lectors
Saturday, March 9
4:00 pm
Lee Draus & Judy Moylan
Sunday, March 10
8:30 am
Janet & Tim Murtaugh
10:30 am
Betty David & Alex Luciano

Eucharistic Ministers
Saturday, March 9
4:00 pm
J. Cole, G. Lindor, M. Varallo &
J. Ashbach
Sunday, March 10
8:30 am
L. Igboanugo, R. Hardy, L. Honda,
C. Chima & P. & R. Mackin
10:30 am
M. Neba, B. Alban, Y. Malicay,
M.K. McGuire, B. Skiles, T. Luciano &
G. Potucek

Lectors
Saturday, March 16
4:00 PM
Julie Ashbach & Maureen Varallo
Sunday, March 17
8:30 am
Richard Schaefer & Reid Mackin
10:30 am
Leonard Kohl & Lucy Ibekwem

Eucharistic Ministers
Saturday, March 16
4:00 pm
M. Neba, M. Fallon, J. Moylan,
G. Lindor & D. Cole
Sunday, March 17
8:30 am
P. Mackin, C. Chima, L. Honda,
R. Hard, J. & T. Murtaugh &
L. Igboanugo
10:30 am
K. Conorquie, V. Onyeaghala,
J. Seruelo, P. Ohiri, M. Grigsby,
A. Baldonado & B. Bingham

