December 15, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent
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Religious Ed, Cynthia Splatt
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MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Weekday
Monday-Saturday 8:00 am

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00-3:30 pm.
An appointment can also be made
by calling one of the priests.

OFFICES
Rectory (773) 764-0615
2324 W. Chase
Hours: Monday-Thursday
9:00 am-12:00 pm & 1:00-5:00 pm
Friday by appointment
Parish Website:
www.smmchicago.org/parish
Parish School (773) 271-2008
Northside Catholic Academy
Activity Center
7341 N. Claremont
Holy Hands
(773) 764-0615, ext. 27
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F r o m t h e Pa s t o r ’ s D e s k

Even as we journey through the season of Advent, we continue to see the
gradual increase of Christmas decorations both in religious settings as well as the
secular venues. At this point in the season, it is already inevitable. Yet, how many of
us actually know that many of the Christmas decorations and symbols we know and
love actually have non-Christian origins?
Most popular among all perhaps is the Christmas tree. The evergreen was, for
centuries, used as a symbol of life among the ancient Egyptians, Chinese, and even
among the Hebrews. The evergreen obviously is named because its leaves remain green
no matter what time of the year. For this reason, it became the apt symbol of life in its
fullness.
Yet, it was not until Middle Ages when the use of the Christmas Tree began to
become popular. During that time, groups of actors would go around to the various
towns and villages and put on what was known as mystery plays. That is, they would go
around and perform the stories of the Bible on stage bringing them to life for the average citizen. In a day and age
when the majority of people did not know how to read or write, the mystery plays were the only way the average
Catholic Christian would learn the stories of the Bible.
A prop that was widely used in the mystery plays originated in the region of Germany and was referred to
as the Paradise Tree. It was an evergreen tree symbolizing the Tree of Life with red apples hung from its branches
symbolizing the fruit that caused the downfall of Adam and Eve. It was a prop that was used to point to the gift of
eternal life from Jesus which overturned the sin of Adam and Eve.
In time, lights were added to the Paradise Tree reminiscent of a festival of lights that was celebrated in
Pagan times in the region surrounding Germany. As the winter solstice approached, people in the region of
Germany celebrated a festival of lights as they had done even centuries prior to the arrival of Christianity. This
festival of lights came at a time when there was more night than there was day. This festival became a longing for
hope as the days slowly became longer and the nights shorter. In time, this became the forerunner of the
Christmas Tree which became a symbol of the life and hope that Christians were to find only in Jesus who is God
become human flesh.
The Star of Bethlehem was eventually added to the lit Paradise Tree. In time, people began to have a
version of this tree in their homes. This was the start of Christmas Trees in the home. By the beginning of the
19th century, the Christmas Tree became a popular custom in Germany. From there, it slowly spread into
different parts of Europe. When German immigrants began to arrive in the United States as well as other parts of
North America, they brought the custom of the Christmas Tree with them. Its popularity grew even more and has
become an important part of the Christmas season right down to this very day.
It is also interesting to note that Catholics, at first, refused to adopt the custom of the Christmas Tree.
Since it started primarily in the Protestant denominations, for a long time it was seen as a purely Protestant thing
to do. Of course, the times have changed and the Christmas Tree is just among Protestants as well as Catholics.
It has even made its way into the secular part of life being seen in shopping malls and the like just as much as in
churches.
Despite its roots in pagan worship, the Christmas Tree has become infused with Christian symbolism.
The green color is a reminder of hope and life even as there is a time of dying. The green is also a reminder of the
life that will come to us in God who became one of us. The bright lights can point our attention to the light of
Christ which never fades even in times of spiritual darkness. The joyful ornaments become a small glimpse of the
joy that awaits us in Paradise when Jesus returns in glory.
Fr. Tirso S. Villaverde, Jr.

T h a n k Yo u f o r Yo u r
Generosity

COLLECTION REPORT

COLLECTION REPORT

December 1, 2019

December 8, 2019

Sunday Envelope Budget .......................................... $8,942.00

Sunday Envelope Budget ......................................... $8,942.00

Sunday Envelope Actual ........................................... $4,209.22

Sunday Envelope Actual ........................................... $3,459.97

Loose Money ............................................................... $ 873.85

Loose Money ............................................................... $ 777.63

Total Collection ........................................................... $5,083.07

Total Collection ........................................................... $4,237.60

Variance .................................................................... ($3,858.93)

Variance.................................................................... ($4,704.40)

Weekly Budget Amount

Weekly Budget Amount

Envelopes Used ..................................................................... 122

Envelopes Used ..................................................................... 101

DECEMBER 15-23
NEIGHBORHOOD
SIMBANG GABI
Sunday, December 15th, 2019
5:00 p.m. at St. Henry
Monday, December 16th, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Henry
Tuesday, December 17th, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Henry
Wednesday, December 18th, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Timothy
(RECEPTION AFTER MASS)
Thursday, December 19th, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Henry
Friday, December 20th, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Margaret Mary
Saturday, December 21st, 2019
4:00 p.m. at St. Margaret Mary
(RECEPTION AFTER MASS)
Sunday, December 22nd, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Margaret Mary
Monday, December 23rd, 2019
7:00 p.m. at St. Margaret Mary
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Pa r i s h & C o m m u n i t y E v e n t s

EXERCISE CLASS meets in the Activity Center on Tuesdays & Fridays from 9:30am to 10:30am. For more information,
call Bernadette Dunne, 773-764-9422
BOY SCOUT TROOP 923
Come join the fun! Boys aged 11 and up are welcome to join Troop 923. We meet every Tuesday from 7:00 to 9 pm in the
Rectory Hall. Contact us by email at HaveFun@BoyScoutTroop923.org or by voicemail at 312-772-4923.

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION
Our Religious
Education students are again
leading a Socks & Underpants
Collection. Yes, new Socks
and Underpants for the
children and teens living in
shelters.
Last year, we gave several huge bags to the New Life
Family Shelter at Howard and Paulina. This year we
would like to do even more. All parishioners are invited
to participate.
What sizes? All sizes!
The Magi came to visit the Holy Family and brought
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. We are asking only for
Sock & Underpants, just one or two.
At the 10:30 am Mass on January 5th, everyone is
invited to join in the offertory procession and carry their
gifts to the Holy Family.
Parish Counseling – Reducing Stress Over The Holidays
It would be wonderful if every family gathering was
a Norman Rockwell-type scene. But unfortunately, most
families are a little bit less than “Rockwell perfect.” If a big
family event is approaching over the holidays, there's a
good chance that while you look forward to it, it may also
bring stress and anxiety.
Fortunately, you have a good stress-reduction tool
at your disposal. St. Margaret Mary now partners with
Claret Center’s Parish Counseling Program to offer
confidential, nurturing and goal-oriented support for
parishioners who’ve experienced depression, anxiety, grief,
trauma and other challenges.
Counseling services are provided by Mike
McCauley, an experienced professional who’s now in the
third year of Loyola University Chicago’s MA program in
Pastoral Counseling. Mike’s services
are available on a sliding scale. For
more information, or to schedule an
appointment, please contact Mike at
773-234-4640 or
mikemccauley.claret@gmail.com.
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Focus on t he Word
CYCLES OF FAITH

3rd Sunday of Advent
Who did you come to see? A version of this
question is posed by Jesus many times in the Gospels.
He asks it of Andrew and John when they begin to
follow him. He asks it of Mary Magdalene in the
garden of the resurrection. He asks it in today’s Gospel.
“What did you go out to the desert to see?” There is
something innately human about “seeing.” Animals
have eyes — some with much more powerful vision
than our own — but that’s not the kind of seeing Jesus
is talking about. We could phrase the question several
other ways. “What are you looking for?” “What are you
longing for?” “Whom do you seek?”
It is in seeing for ourselves that our suspicions
or hypotheses are confirmed, that our desires discover
their fulfillment, and that we can rest for a moment in
certainty. John the Baptist sought certainty of Jesus’
identity. “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
look for another?” Jesus sends word to him based on
the testimony of sight, observations of the mighty deeds
Jesus has begun to work. “Go and tell John what you
hear and see.”
God recognizes our desire to see. In the
Incarnation, the Word is made flesh. The invisible is
made visible. The supernatural is made manifest in an
infant who can do little more than the most natural of
movements as he feeds, cries, sleeps. We don’t need to
wait for Christmas to see God. The work of God is all
around us. Those blinded by sin “regain their sight.”
People overcome backgrounds of poverty and violence
to make world-changing contributions. Addicts grow
and heal. Truth is spoken, and people listen. Let’s pray
for the grace to see God’s movement in our lives this
week. How have you seen the work of God?

REST IN PEACE
Our blessed Lord has called home
Rafael Zavala for whom we promise
our prayers that he may live in joy in
His presence.

OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA

Every Wednesday at 8:30 am.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Every Friday following 8:00 am Mass until 7:00 pm.
Please enter the middle door, school side.
(Become a regular, call
Mila Cobarrubias at 773-814-4282 or
Judith Seruelo at 773-764-0247.)
Mass at 7:00 pm on First Fridays;
Vespers and Benediction at 7:00 pm
on all other Fridays.
HEART OF THE SPIRIT PRAYER MEETING

Every Friday at 7:30 pm in Rectory Hall.

DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

Every 1st Friday of the month
beginning with Mass at 7:00 pm.
Fellowship follows after Mass.
Contact person: Terry Luciano, 773-677-7347
FATIMA ROSARY

First Saturday of the month
immediately following 4 pm Mass.

SACRAMENTS
Marriage: Arrangements should be made
at least three months in advance.
Baptisms: On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
immediately following the 10:30 am mass. Please make
arrangements at least one month in advance.
Preparation class held on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month at 7:00 pm in the rectory

R.C.I.A
C L AS SI F IE DS
FOR RENT: sm office spaces $300-$600/mo, perfect for 1-8
person office, quiet environment, 24 hr access, Neal Gallo, 773743-6565 or Neal.gallo.gznm@statefarm.com;
NEEDED: handiman/computer tech, Peg, 773-274-7534

Program/Process for adults interested in the Catholic
Faith (Sept.-April). Call the Rectory for information.

NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome our new parishioners and
invite them to register at the rectory.
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Worship Calendar

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 am
George Meyers
10:30 am
Marie Schmid
John Conway
Living members of Nwanah Family
Rafael Zavala
Monday, December 16
8:00 am
Exaltation & John Abel Dias
Concordia Baluyut
Tuesday, December 17
8:00 am
Jeffrey Cobarrubias
Wednesday, December 18
8:00 am
Deceased members of SMM
Thursday, December 19
8:00 am
Roque Dizon - anniversary
Mariano Porto - anniversary
Friday, December 20
8:00 am
Deceased members of SMM
7:00 pm
Simbang Gabi
Saturday, December 21
8:00 am
Deceased members of SMM
4:00 pm
Simbang Gabi
Ann Donohue
Sunday, December 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 am
Don Tres
Dolores Chozianin
10:30 am
Rafael Zavala
Living members of Nwanah Family
7:00 pm
Simbang Gabi

LITURGICAL ROLES
SMM serves, prays and celebrates.

Sacristans
Monday, December 16
A Volunteer Is Needed
Wednesday, November 18
Anne Schaefer
Saturday, December 21
A Volunteer Is Needed

Lectors
Saturday, December 14
4:00 pm
Lee Draus & Judy Moylan
Sunday, December 15
8:30 am
Peter Johnston & Richard Schaefer
10:30 am
Greg Umogo & Terry Fernandes

Eucharistic Ministers
Saturday, December 14
4:00 pm
G. Lindor, D. Cole, M. Varallo,
J. Ashbach & A. Blumberg
Sunday, December 15
8:30 am
R. Mackin, R. Hardy, C. Chima,
J. & T. Murtaugh, B. Russell &
L. Igboanugo
10:30 am
T. Luciano, J. Seruelo, G. Potucek,
K. Conorquie, V. Onyeaghala &
Y. Malicay

Lectors

Readings for the week of December 15, 2019
Sunday:
Is 35:1-6a, 10/ Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
[Is 35:4]/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday:
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and
7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17
[cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17
Wednesday:
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/
Mt 1:18-25
Thursday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,
16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25
Friday:
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c
and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38
Saturday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3,
11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/
Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

Saturday, December 21
4:00 pm
Adam Bartilad & Angelina Alban
Sunday, December 22
8:30 am
Peter Scheidt & Richard Schaefer
10:30 am
Bill Bingham & Alex Jones

Eucharistic Ministers
Saturday, December 21
4:00 pm
B. Alban, A. Alban, M. Varallo,
J. Moylan, D. Cole, G. Lindor &
A. Blumberg
Sunday, December 22
8:30 am
M. Neba, P. & R. Mackin,
R. Hardy & J. Ashbach
10:30 am
A. Luciano, B. David, T. Linwood,
L. Ibekwem, A. Baldonado &
M. Grigsby

